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ocean could be churned. Lord Siva, Indra and other devas went
to Satya loka and consulted Brahma. All of them decided to
approach Lord Narayana for a solution to this tricky problem.
When approached, Perumal advised them to churn the ocean
with the help of the Mandara mountain and using Vasuki the
snake as the rope. Accordingly, after a lot of churning, many
auspicious and inauspicious things emerged out of the ocean.
Finally, amrutham was got The devas and the asuras started
quarreling among themselves as to who should partake of this
amrutham. Lord Narayana again had to come to the rescue of
the devas. He took on the form of Mohini and by a clever ruse
distributed the amrutham only to the devas. Thus, the devas
became powerful. They were able to defeat the asuras and
regain their lost kingdom. As Indra was able to atone for his sin
and regained his lost kingdom after praying to Lord Narayana
here, the pushkarini is known as Indra pushkarini, the place is
known as Indra bhavanam and the hill here is known as Indra
malai. It is believed that even today whoever has a bath in the
Indra pushkarini and sincerely prays to the Lord Narayana here
will have all his wishes fulfilled.
Yet another stoiy connected with this divya desain relates to
Uparisaravasu, the Pandyan king. One day, Uparisaravasu went
on a hunt He saw a huge elephant destroying the forest He
chased that elephant. The elephant rushed towards Gouthama
maharishFs asramam. The king let lose a sharp arrow. It hurt
the elephant The elephant then rushed towards a tank full of
water. In that tank, a brahmin by name Susanna was doing
his penance and dyanam. He was standing in waist deep water
inside the tank, The elephant which almost ran stepped into the
tank and stepped on the brahmin who was doing penance. The
king let lose another arrow on the elephant The elephant fell
down dead. But in the meantime, the elephant had also crushed
the brahmin. Uparisaravasu realised that he had committed
brahmahathi, though it be inadvertently. The king was vezy
sad. He gave up his kingdom and started wandering around the
world visiting the various pilgrim centres. In course of time,
he reached Indra bhavana kshetram i.e. Tirupper nagar. He
undertook severe penance. Lord Siva was pleased with tjiis
penance of the king. He appeared before him and said that he